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A GEAR SHIFT TO PULL INDIA BACK FROM TIPPING POINT 
The ruling dispensation will need dexterity in handling the pandemic  

and managing the shifting democratic scenario 
Crises are of many kinds and come in different shapes and sizes. The current COVID-19 pandemic is a health 

crisis that is one of a kind, but it is at such times that the true qualities and grit of a nation and its leaders manifest 

themselves. It demands a mindset very different from carrying out surgical strikes or indulging in bombing 

expeditions on terror targets inside Pakistan. Today, when India looks to those in authority to provide the necessary 

kind of leadership, unfortunately, this is nowhere in evidence. If this continues for much longer, it could prove highly 

detrimental. The leadership must not evade its responsibility and should brace itself for the difficult period ahead. 

The transition will not be easy. 

What is, perhaps, proving rather problematic is that during this time of human travail, the Bharatiya Janata 

Party (BJP) leadership is confronting another crisis which could have a more direct impact on the party ’s future. This 

crisis centres around whether the BJP needs to make changes and adjustments to what it has been accustomed to 

do in conducting the affairs of the country since 2014. Triumphalism, which has been the BJP ’s stock-in-trade for 

many years now, having met its Waterloo in the recent Assembly Elections in the States of West Bengal, Kerala and 

Tamil Nadu may need a reset. For a party that seemed to carry everything before it till now, effecting a change may 

not be easy. What kind of an impact it might have on the affairs of the nation is also a matter of conjecture. 

 

Still no complete plan 

Coming first to the novel coronavirus pandemic and its impact — COVID-19 has now been with us for nearly 

18 months. As yet, the nation has not seen a comprehensive strategy emerging from Delhi to deal with the situation. 

Numerous statements have been issued at different levels, and several meetings have been held from the Prime 

Minister downwards, but it is evident that all these are a poor substitute for a well-thought-out strategy. 

Most glaring is the flip-flop on the policy concerning vaccination — which is the nearest substitute for a 

strategy — for the nation is still trying to come to terms on how the authorities will conjure up even the several 

million doses needed to vaccinate the vulnerable sections of the population in the 18-44 age group. The situation is 

further muddied by reports of cover-ups regarding ‘missing deaths’ — a damning indictment of all those responsible 

— considering that ours is a civilisation that treats death and the dying with the same veneration as the living. 

Distorting statistics can hardly take away the pain of those who have lost their loved ones. 

 

Fault finding has grown 

In the meantime, as the facts and statistics surrounding deaths become grimmer, fault finding between the 

Centre and the States on how to manage the pandemic has only intensified. Anyone familiar with India’s democracy 

would find it difficult to believe that we function under a federal Constitution (which has no doubt many unitary 

characteristics). Harmony between the Centre, and specially those States headed by Opposition parties, is 

conspicuous by its absence. 

Finding the right strategy may not be akin to nuclear science, but it could prove difficult for those in 

authority — mainly those in Delhi — to effect a metamorphosis in their thinking, and adjust to methods needed to 

implement suggestions, which involve taking the States into confidence and incorporating their suggestions and 

ideas. This is, perhaps, the biggest stumbling block today, and given the current style of functioning of those in 

authority, it may be difficult to envisage such a metamorphosis taking place. It is, however, imperative that this is 

done before it becomes too late. 

 

Election results and fallout 

While the pandemic rages, what is perhaps of greater concern to the BJP leadership in Delhi is that the aura 

of electoral invincibility that had existed since 2014 seems to be dissipating at this time. Predictably (from their point 

of view), the consequences of this could prove to be dire, and this, possibly, is the main priority for the party ’s high 

priests. It is difficult to believe that the BJP’s leaders would take kindly to the trouncing that the party has received in 

West Bengal, despite putting everything into its campaign in that State — with the Prime Minister, the Home 

Minister and the party President spending days campaigning in that State — and allow Mamata Banerjee to enjoy 

the spoils of victory. The defeats in Kerala, where the party failed to win a single seat, and in Tamil Nadu, where it 

won a handful of seats, are, perhaps, less galling but would still hurt. Retaining power in Assam and a win in the 

Union Territory of Puducherry provide little comfort. One can only envisage what has greater priority for the BJP 

today: dealing with the pandemic or redesigning its strategy to win elections in the future. 

The defeat in West Bengal does convey a certain message, but it is uncertain whether the BJP, in its present 

frame of mind, would heed the message. It is more likely that the party may seek to reinforce the tactics it had 
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employed, which had enabled it to raise its tally of seats from 3 to 77 (now 75), in the belief that more rather than 

less, would produce desired results. This would be a mistake. 

The history of Bengal is replete with instances where attempts to capture power, ignoring the ethos of 

Bengal, have hardly produced results and at best has led to a pyrrhic victory. Bengal has not forgotten either the 

tactics adopted by the East India Company — or the role of Mir Jafars — and, hence, suitably adjusting electoral 

tactics to prevailing winds are more likely to yield results. Consequently, it would be best if the BJP were to 

introspect on the reasons why it failed so conspicuously in West Bengal, despite having nursed a desire to capture 

power in that State since 2014. Otherwise, it would indeed be a sad day for democracy and India. 

 

A misreading 

Polarising politics, accentuating the communal divide, employing the idiom of Hindu majoritarianism, etc., 

are electoral tactics that could, and have succeeded in certain States and in certain situations. It has often been 

observed that what might well succeed in certain States in the northern parts of the country may not be the recipe 

for States such as Bengal or many of the southern States. To cite a quotation, “But could saxifrages or soldanellas 

gemming a pasture in the High Alps thrive if planted in Egypt?” The extent to which Delhi misread the Bengali mind 

in the recent election is a sad commentary on Delhi’s understanding of Bengal and its politics. Even a fleeting 

acquaintance with Bengal’s electorate would confirm that Bengal did not fit into any kind of political straitjacket. For 

decades now, its politics has revolved round underdevelopment and related aspects.  

Among other misjudgements made by the BJP on this occasion, which are best avoided in the future if it 

hopes to do better or capture power in Bengal, is to appreciate that Bengal’s politics contain a mixture of cultural 

exclusivism, a certain eclecticism, and a belief in their superiority. A far more nuanced approach, rather than 

muscular tactics are, hence, likely to produce positive results. Among other misjudgements best avoided in the 

future is that Bengal — in common with Kerala — give women an exalted status. The denigration of women leaders 

such as Mamata Banerjee, hence, created an adverse reaction and widened a chasm that existed already. 

 

There is unity in diversity 

If the ruling dispensation in Delhi fails to heed the lessons that require to be learnt from the handling of the 

novel coronavirus pandemic and the outcome of the elections in West Bengal, the country may have to pay a heavy 

price. Bengal is not India, but it is a microcosm of India in miniature. Dealing with the pandemic at one level and 

managing the shifting democratic scenario at another level will demand dexterity of a certain kind which is not 

evident in the ruling dispensation so far. Image managing will certainly not be enough, nor for that matter, 

exaggerated claims to having achieved success. Neither of them is a substitute for real progress. The handling of the 

pandemic nationwide and the resort to a blame game has already created a divide and damaged relations between 

the Centre and the States. The current bias in the exercise of power has to be eschewed for the nation is truly mired 

in a serious crisis. 

Above all, if India is to be retrieved from what many believe is a perilous state of affairs, there are many miles to 

go in which the Centre and the States must decide to go hand in hand. The ‘unity in diversity’ slogan must be 

adhered to in its true spirit if India is to survive and succeed. 

 

 pull back (phrasal verb) – withdraw, retreat, pull 

out, draw back, restore. 

 tipping point (noun) – the point in a condition at 

which a small development/change causes major & 

unstoppable changes. 

 dispensation (noun) – government, administration, 

system. 

 dexterity (noun) – cleverness, skillfulness, deftness, 

acumen, finesse, expertise, mastery, 

subtlety/delicacy. 

 scenario (noun) – situation, background, context. 

 grit (noun) – courage, resolve, bravery, mettle, 

spirit, strength of character, determination.   

 manifest (verb) – display, show, exhibit, 

demonstrate. 

 carry out (phrasal verb) – conduct, perform, 

execute. 

 surgical strike (noun) – the military attack aimed to 

cause damage on a particular target with small/no 

collateral damage to surroundings. 

 indulge in (verb) – become involved in (an 

undesirable activity). 

 expedition (noun) – promptness, speediness, 

swiftness, quickness, rapidity, alacrity, urgency, 

readiness. 

 look to (verb) – rely on, turn to, resort to, have 

recourse to, fall back on. 

 detrimental (adjective) – undesirable, harmful, 

unfavourable, counterproductive. 

 evade (verb) – avoid, dodge, elude, escape. 

 brace (for) (verb) – prepare oneself for something 

difficult/unpleasant that is imminent (about to 

happen). 

 transition (noun) – change. 

 perhaps (adverb) – maybe, possibly. 

 travail (noun) – ordeal, trouble, hardship; struggle, 

painful effort. 

 be accustomed to (verb) – be used to, not new to, 

get used to. 
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 affairs (noun) – event, happening, occurrence, 

phenomenon. 

 triumphalism (noun) – boastfulness, self-assertion, 

self-satisfaction, excessive pride, extreme self-

confidence, chutzpah, chest-thumping, chest-

beating; an attitude or a belief that a particular 

doctrine, religion, culture, social system is superior 

to and should triumph all over others. 

 stock-in-trade (noun) – typical subject/idea. 

 Waterloo (noun) – decisive defeat, notable setback. 

 reset (noun) – re-establishment. 

 conjecture (noun) – speculation, guesswork, 

supposition. 

 comprehensive (adjective) – all-inclusive, broad-

based; complete, thorough, detailed. 

 strategy (noun) – plan of action. 

 downwards (adverb) –  toward a lower level. 

 well-thought-out (adjective) – carefully considered 

and planned. 

 glaring (adjective) – obvious, visible, apparent, 

flagrant, blatant. 

 flip flop (noun) – a sudden reversal of something, 

particularly a policy/plan. 

 vaccination (noun) – treatment with a vaccine to 

protect against a particular disease; immunization. 

 come to terms with (phrase) – to accept oneself to 

something painful/sad/difficult (situation); reconcile 

oneself to, come to accept, become accustomed to, 

adjust to. 

 conjure up (phrasal verb) – suggest, allude to, refer 

to; produce, materialize, generate (by magic). 

 dose (noun) – an amount/quantity of something. 

 vaccinate (verb) – inoculate, administer, introduce 

(with a vaccine to provide immunity against a 

disease). 

 vulnerable (adjective) – relating to a 

weak/neglected person who is in need of special 

care/support/protection; ill-protected, easily 

affected by, prone to, at risk of. 

 muddy (verb) – make unclear, obscure, confuse, mix 

up. 

 cover-up (noun) – an attempt to conceal a 

mistake/crime. 

 damning (adjective) – reproving, condemning; 

strong. 

 indictment (noun) – a formal charge, accusation, 

allegation (of a serious misconduct/wrongdoing). 

 civilisation (noun) – culture, enlightenment, way of 

life. 

 veneration (noun) – idolization, respect, reverence. 

 distort (verb) – misrepresent, falsify, misreport, 

manipulate. 

 hardly (adverb) – barely, almost not. 

 take away (phrasal verb) – remove, take out, 

deprive, divest, strip. 

 grimmer comparative adjective of grim (adjective) 

– distressing, upsetting, worrying, unpleasant, 

dismal, awful. 

 federal (adjective) – relating to a system of 

government in which establishments such as states 

or provinces share power with a national 

government. 

 unitary (adjective) – relating to a system of 

government in which power is provided to the 

central government. 

 harmony (noun) – unity, solidarity, cooperation, 

agreement/concord. 

 conspicuous (adjective) – clearly visible, noticeable, 

discernible/perceivable. 

 conspicuous by one’s absence/silence (phrase) – 

noticeably not present where one should be. 

 akin (adjective) – similar, related, equivalent. 

 metamorphosis (noun) – transformation, change, 

alteration. 

 stumbling block (noun) – drawback, disadvantage, 

issue. 

 given (preposition) – considering, taking into 

account, bearing in mind. 

 envisage (verb) – foresee, predict, anticipate, 

expect, envision, imagine, contemplate, visualize. 

 imperative (adjective) – vitally important, all-

important, crucial, critical, essential, necessary. 

 fallout (noun) – adverse results/consequence; after-

effects, repercussions. 

 rage (verb) – be furious, be violent; be at its height, 

be uncontrollable; reach a high degree of intensity. 

 aura (noun) – distinctive character. 

 invincibility (noun) – unbeatable & powerful 

quality. 

 dissipate (verb) – disappear, vanish, disperse. 

 dire (adjective) – terrible, dreadful, appalling, 

frightful, awful, horrible. 

 trounce (verb) – defeat utterly, crush, overwhelm. 

 spoil (noun) – benefits, advantages. 

 handful (adjective) – few, one or two, a small 

number. 

 galling (adjective) – annoying, irritating, vexing, 

disturbing, frustrating, displeasing, humiliating. 

 frame of mind (phrase) – temper, spirit, attitude, 

perspective, mood. 

 heed (verb) – pay attention to, take notice of, listen 

to, notice. 

 seek (verb) – try, aim, attempt. 

 reinforce (verb) – strengthen, fortify, bolster up, 

underpin. 

 employ (verb) – use, utilize, make use of. 

 enable (verb) – allow, facilitate, empower. 

 tally (noun) – total, count. 

 rather than (phrase) – instead of. 

 replete with (adjective) – filled with, well 

supplied/stocked with, overloaded. 

 ethos (noun) – morality, attitudes, beliefs, 

principles; spirit, character. 

 at best (phrase) – only, merely. 

 lead to (verb) – result in, cause, bring about, call 

forth, give rise to, produce. 

http://www.vanik.org/


 

4 

 

DAILY VOCAB DIGESTIVE (27
th

-JULY-2021) 

 1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRPF Square, Bhubaneswar-750015 

Ph. : 8093556677, 9040456677, Web :www.vanik.org, E-mail : vanikbbsr@gmail.com 
 

 pyrrhic (adjective) – (of a victory) meaningless, 

valueless/worthless, useless. 

 prevailing (adjective) – existing; current, present. 

 yield (verb) – produce, give, provide 

(results/benefits/gains). 

 consequently (adverb) – as a result, therefore, for 

this reason, because of that. 

 introspect (verb) – self-examine, self analyse. 

 conspicuously (adverb) – prominently, mainly, 

importantly (to attract attention). 

 nurse (verb) – encourage, nurture, promote, boost. 

 indeed (adverb) – in fact, actually, undeniably. 

 misreading (noun) – misinterpretation, 

misunderstanding, incomprehension, 

misapprehension. 

 polarising (adjective) – dividing, separating, parting. 

 accentuate (verb) – highlight, underline, focus 

attention on. 

 divide (noun) – division, separation, split, 

difference. 

 idiom (noun) – mode of expression, language, 

phrasing. 

 recipe (noun) – formula, method, technique, 

system, procedure, process, means, way. 

 cite (verb) – refer to, mention, make reference to. 

 quotation (noun) – phrase, quote, citation. 

 saxifrage (noun) – The name Saxifraga literally 

means “rock breaker.” It grows and thrives on 

exposed rocky crags and in fissures of rocks. Thus, 

saxifrages, flowering plants, grow high in Alpine 

regions of the mountains of Europe. 

 soldanella (noun) – flowering plants native to Alpine 

regions of the mountains of Europe. 

 gem (verb) – decorate. 

 pasture (noun) – grassland, pastureland, open 

country. 

 alps (proper noun) – Alpine regions of the 

mountains of Europe. 

 thrive (verb) – flourish, prosper, grow vigorously, 

develop well. 

 misread (verb) – get wrong, judge/interpret 

incorrectly. 

 commentary (noun) – narration, description, 

account, report, review, analysis. 

 fleeting (adjective) – brief, transient, short-lived, 

short, momentary, sudden. 

 acquaintance (noun) – association, relationship, 

social contact. 

 electorate (noun) – all the people who entitled to 

vote in an election. 

 straitjacket (noun) – restriction, restraint, 

constraint. 

 decade (noun) – a period of ten years. 

 revolve around (phrasal verb) – be concerned with, 

focus on, concentrate on, centre around. 

 underdevelopment (noun) – it is low level of 

development characterized by low real per capita 

income, widespread poverty, lower level of literacy, 

low life expectancy and underutilisation of 

resources, etc. 

 exclusivism (noun) – the doctrine that one religion 

is the only true religion, or that one religious sect is 

the only true version of a larger religion. 

 eclecticism (noun) – a conceptual approach that 

does not hold rigidly to a single paradigm or set of 

assumptions, but instead draws upon multiple 

theories, styles, or ideas to gain complementary 

insights into a subject, or applies different theories 

in particular cases. 

 far more (phrase) – a lot more, much more. 

 nuanced (adjective) – delicate, subtle. 

 muscular (adjective) – strong, powerful, potent. 

 exalted (adjective) – noble, high-minded, elevated, 

intellectual, prominent/dignified. 

 denigration (noun) – libel, character assassination; 

disparagement. 

 adverse (adjective) – unfavourable, 

disadvantageous, bad. 

 chasm (noun) – a clear difference between two 

people/groups’ thoughts, feelings, opinions, etc.; 

divergence, disunion, gulf, void, gap. 

 diversity (noun) – the state/condition of having 

many different types of something; variety, 

variation, difference, range. 

 pay the price/cost (phrase) – experience the 

bad/unpleasant result of something; sacrifice, loss. 

 microcosm (noun) – a thing (a group, a community, 

a place or a situation) that has all characteristics & 

aspects of something much larger; a little world, 

miniature universe. 

 in miniature (phrase) – on a small scale. 

 exaggerated (adjective) – overstated, 

overemphasized, amplified, excessive. 

 resort (noun) – recourse to, turning to, the use of, 

utilizing. 

 bias (noun) – prejudice, partisanship, favouritism, 

unfairness, one-sidedness. 

 eschew (verb) – reject, avoid, deny, abstain from, 

refrain from. 

 mire in (verb) – entangle, catch up, involve, mix up 

(a difficult situation). 

 retrieve (verb) – get back, solve, rectify, rescue, 

bring back. 

 perilous (adjective) – dangerous, risky, precarious, 

insecure, life-threatening. 

 state of affairs (phrase) – condition, situation, 

circumstances. 

 go the extra/many mile (phrase) – put a special 

effort to successfully attain/achieve something. 

 hand in hand (phrase) – in close association, closely 

together, together, in partnership, closely, 

concurrently, in concert. 

 adhere to (verb) – abide by, follow, obey, comply 

with.
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